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JEditorrfall

ROBERT
JENNINGS

KEN'S ILIO wup there shows ye editor with part of the Table Moss, I say parg

because KEN cought ie when I was cleaning away part of the Kless, I
have succeded in comqueripg the Tahle Mess, lo douht, . those of you are are
a bit more acquainted with my Table Mess will not believe this, However, it's
true, the Table lgss is all but dead.

It all started about two weeks or so agoe I was oatching up on

some correspondsnce, or was about to, and paused a moment to view the Table and
the Table less, It looked normal, tho Table was sagging a little in the middle,
legs buckleing a triffle with each new addition of vapor and junk, the Mess it
self threc or four fect on top of the table and three feet approxiated¥ all are
ound and under the Table, The room was covered about a foot deep, with higher
points at stratericpoints across the floor with paper and junk, normml., And
then I happened to thinks I could remember back when the Tadle Mess was ouce
confined to the Table alone. Yes. Once wey back when, the Table Mess had bdeen
content to remain on'the Table, andgrow there. Every three months or so it would
reach eye level, or bury the typer and radio completely, and I'd drive into bat-
tle to chop it back down to a reasomable sizee This was long ago. I could hard~
1y remember the last time I had chopped the Table Moss backe Then the awful truth
dawned on mee .
The Table lbss had deliberately kept the heighh on the Table proper
at a respectable level, while dipsipating outward across ther-om. learly the
plan was to take over the room totally, perhaps the whole house. Horrible vige
ions clouded my sighte The Table lbss spread four feet deep oven the room, me
walking casually in one day, hopping from the few bear spots to the bed, then,
the llbss itself rising up, engulfing mee.. Thon there would be nothing left to
prevent the liess from spreading over the entire house, the yard, the neighbor-
hood, perhaps even the whole town. I saw a vision of the entire continent and
then the world enpulfed with the prowing horror of the Pable Mess., Ib was all
crystal clznr to mee And I was the only ne in a posiaition to prevent this
PR N C . . .
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"Dam, " I said to myself, loudly. Obviously the only thing to do
was tc devise some daring and clever plan and kill off the ®able lless before it
reached the eritical stage. I decided to attack it firat by cleaning out the
lless under the Table. I reasoned that the evil intelligence which vas the Tab-
io lless must still reside in the Table Mess proper, probably it was not yet
strong enough to dare venturing out onto the floor., I reasoned that the large
heap under the Table was a nerve center of some sort, most possibly the evil
inteiligence shed piles of junk and paper, and directed the attacke The merve
center under the Table relayed the commands along the tenicles across the room
to local nerve cellss The lless was carried daily along these lines of commun-
ication to the far flung cormers of the less's growing empire. I was not sure
of the stage the lless had progressed so far, bui if I were to clean out the cen-
tral nerve center, it would seriously deamage the Table less's campaynes The
lines of communication would be broken, and I could wipe out the Floor lMess and
the local direction centers at my leasure. It all hinged on cleaning out that
center from directly under the Tables Once I helt it I could clear out the
floor, and by cutting it out, seriously damage the Table lless, leading event=
ually to vietory for me.

I was cuick to realize tho that it wasn't going to be an easy task,
So the next afternoon, loaded down with ecuipment. Two flashlights, a pair of
combat boots, knives, matches, a blowtorech,, helmet, monster waste basket and
food to last me a day and a halfs I tryed to reassure myself, if I didn't clean
out the nerve center the Table “ess would forever be a menace to me, I dared
not attack the Table Mess proper, if it felt it was in mortal danger it could
call forth almost unlimited resources, to bury me alives If I attacked ome of
thé tenicles or local nervé centers it would Just retreat and regroup and spréad
again once I grew lax.-No, it had to'be the nerve center.

With a rush I leaped across The battlefield and right to the nerve
center. I struck like lightening, not gimimg the liess a chance to form & defon-
sive barrier, I sorted Mess three different ways, junk straight intothe waste
basket, useful junk to one side, books and mgazines and fanzines bo the other,
dust in_handfuls were tossed into the waste basket, I worked like a men dammed,
I knew I couldn t afford to waste even a second. Clouds of dust rose in omhibus
layers around me, piles fose and fell, the waste basket filled and was empted,
andfilled again, almost as quickly as I returneds Piles of long forgotten

reading mterial, comics, books, all rose in stacks around me. I built a bdara-
cade againest my back of hardbacks with comics and ppbacks to £ill the chinks,
andl could feel the batterim might as waves of paper pounded againest it,
Letters formed a monster pile, and thru the battle I wondered vagusly how mny
people had written me that I had never answered since the Mess begin to grows
There was no way of telling, The waste basket was full ome more, with a dash
I was out of the room, and shook elouds of dust off me. I empted the basket,
and hauled out my secret weapon, a vacume cleaner hose was pulled into the room,
With a roar it begin pulling in tons of dust, papers, small bits of metal and
glasse A rain a B-B's from God only knows where bearly missed me. A pile of
hardbacks, one of my barﬁers,fell, nearly braining me, and a flood of paper
poured thru the breake 1 felt myself goim under, fighting bitterlyes I kicked
‘and slid, vacume in one hand, flashlight in the othere I squirmed and fought
my way to a sideline, and begin to regroup my forces. The vacumé hummed loude
ly, coughed once, and was dead! I realized it must have been taxed to the lim-
its ofits capacity. Taking advantapge of a few seconds of lull as the lMess
begin to call up more forces, I made a rush for the door. I tripped, slid
across the floor, but made it anyways I empted the cleaner bag and the waste
basket and in a rush I was back,

A fort I built there to protect me, hardbacks were the walls,
with comics as morter, ppbacks pined the floor androof, letters were the con-
tents as I fought onwardse I threw mterial about wildly, piles grew and fell,
and grew again, and always with each encourt er I carrie! away huge: amognts
of the lMess, bearly classifyed, destroying that which I didn't need. I battled
like a mapnjec, paers were everywhere, and then the break, and I knew I hedwon
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this rouhde Thru ever rising clouds of dust and confusion I eould see great
msses of paper and junk rising in a steadystream to the Table Mess propers

I often wonder at the angrish the thing must have felt to leave behind the
floor mess and its dreams of a house wide empire, It made one last symbolic
front, as two bottles of glue and a small bottle of black polirized waterproof
India ink smashed on the floor at my feet.. But I overturned a waste basket,
and its contents soaked up the mess before it could reach the magazines and
books, . e )
: - It left me in peace as I cleaned out the roome Almost all of the
floor was cleared away, the waste basket and wacums took an awful toll. Here
and there remained scattered pockets.of resistence, but to all practical pur-
poses I ruled the floor once mores . I took a look at the recovered loot, and
was ‘truely astoundede Books like Ifve not seen before, I mist have added twen-
ty titles to my collection on the shelves, items I had bought and the Tabde
less had swept awaye Magazines galore, eight copies of the Jume .'60 F&SF, three
coples of IF for Apr amda hord of single titles, all in good, but dusty, cone
dition. Comics, stacks and stacks of old comics, mostly junk I had thought to
toss out or:sell or something, and hadnever gotten around to doinge I weedad
out~fifty heroic comics at least, including three old FLASHs, and two copies of
MYSTERY IN SPACE I thought were safely tucked away in the files. Six duplicates
of -‘PLAYBOY (at sixty cehs a copy I womdered how the hell I could have bought
that many duplicates), and toms of other material. There was no doubt this

haul had hurt the Mess. It took ms the rest of the day to classify the mter-
-dal-and sort it-out. R in : e

i JE5 G The time was right, I realized, to hunt down and kill off the Table
‘Ness propers The next day:l logded up again, with extra rations, I had .con-
- 8idered using a mechatte , but decided. that in close fighting the long knife
would be oflittle use,. ' Rl
- 1 approached the pile. carefullys The extra.resources had brought

the Table Mess to an astounding. size, it was a miricle the Table could bear the
weight, With'a rush I was on it, I shoved the Table, a pile of Vess BRell, and
in & flash I was on it, sorting, and motng awayfrom the vicinity of the Table.
If I could snipe away at the Table thus I could eat it down slowly bt surely,
There was no unlimited supply fo.' the Table now, and when its size was démine
ished, it weakened, SRS ApT i . : N ) ’
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Confidently I reached for another pile of Table lisss ¢ 4eand was
overwhelmed, Down I went in a torrent of paper and Jjunk, & Hiagria of Mess
fell over me, I saw to my horror that the beast was trying to bary me, to
smother me in a cocoon of paper and dust! I dived under the Table to escape
the awful fall of objects and paper, and realiized that I had made an awful
mistakes Round about me, all four sides of 13 Table begin to rain down paper,
heavy falls of paper and Mess, piling up arouzd the Tablee I would be entombsd
alivesse The fall looked deadly, I kmew I couldn't hope to dive thru that hell
not without substaining injuries .that would probably lead to my capbure and
enganglement in an even worse situations I huddled under the Table and watche
ed, plles were forming and were growing steadilye, I had to do somebhings The
Vess didn't have unlimited regeurces, the rain ocould only continus until a ma-
Jor portion of the liess proper was around me, and I realiged that that would.
be enough to efficently lock me in my sslf housed prison. With a shove of my
hob nailed boots I shoved a pile of papers that had formed on ome side out in-

~to the floor, where it would remain untouched and unheeded, I héped that if I

could push enough of the Less out into that open floor its resources would be
exhausted and I would be safe. But the Table Yess was cunning, it redoubled

its efforts, and piles begin to rise rapidly. Desperately I kicked sides out,
sending trails and globs of mess into the floor, but 4% was all replaced in sec-
ondss I shoved out another pile, and the typer nearly orushed my foots Stap=-
les, inaccurately aimed flashed pastme, Apparently my escape attempts were cub-
ting into the resevour the less haddft. Somthing brused my foot, my arm fell
mumbe A redio splintered with the force of a bomb, and dagged piece of: metal
and glass gidshedaround me » Pidainly I had to get out before the less was suag-~
gefful in elimirating mea - :

I kicked another wall down, and just as quickly it reformed, It
can't be eternal, I told mymelf, kicking out another wall, . I .gaw the 3ight of
day dimly thru the dust and raine It's weakening, 1 tryed to tellmyself, only
half believing, The battle was becoming even more bitter, it was a case Bf it
or me, and we both realiged ite. My legs were pretty well brused by then, and
with a thought of terror, wondered if perhevs the Table Ness might not 4ry to
peclaim some of that mess out on the flloor! Sure enough, as I watched cleselip,
I noticed one side of the Table rain was thinning oute The Mess had to send
out tenicles to gather it in, With a dgspsrate lunge I kicked out the wall on
the thinest side and rolled oute Objecfs battered me, but I was safe out on
the open floory brused and battered but alivee I gathered in my emergency eq-
uipment, and loaded & special weapon, -

4 flare blazed at the junction between tenicle and Table Mess, The
Yess drew apart, and the flare fell harmlessly, but I was whle to reclaim and
hold the teniclo and most of the mess I'd kioked onto the floor. This haul
would weaken the Table Mess still further. I hastily classifyed it and sorted
it out, making a ¢lean sweep of it, Iiﬁ%pked out a few pockets ofresistence
on the Floor tco, then paused to eat a'Pit,

After eatng I was bock at the battle liness I reached and grabbed
e pile of Table less, painfully picking out staples and rubbing additional
bruses acquired in the process. I wondered vaguely if I hould hope to starve -
the monster oute I hated to battle it this way, I might get hurt, perhaps, even
killeds But there were four feet of paper left on the less, emough to last it
for years, I realized too that Monday would bring an additiomal reserve of
mils I could not hope to sterve it oufs’. But there must surely be something
better than this mthod of grab and stabp

However, at that tims I wasn't too optimistic. I decided to risk

e med dash, With a leap I kiocked the sides ofthe Table, sendirg a flood of
paper onto the floore Like a madman I tossed it out into ths floor, heaving
piles of the Mess out into my territory, It was an awful fighte I was olose

to being brained several times, and I barely saved this typer from complete des-
truction. (Have you ever been hit in the head by a typer carriage?)e I fine
ally ducked ard ran. I had a ridiouliously small pile of Jugk to show for my
feats, most &f it went straight into thpAwagtewbasket. ‘
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I noted that almost all - L
the paper on ths floor. .- -
I had claimed the last
attack had been worthe
less trashe Obviously
. the.Table Mess was hold- -
ing back material, pri-
mrily letters I rea-
lized, as a last hope «
It might be that if I
were in danger of kill.e
ing off the Mess it z
~would destroy those
letters in revenge,
Letters were important
to me, practically all
of my correspondence had
collected on the Table
over the past weeks, I
had done very little
letter answering.
In any event, it seem-
ed logical to assume
-, that the letters would
" be the last items the
_ Mess would give. up,:
A I'went to "
" bed. feeling pretby cos-:
“kye Here I had chopped
- 1w enemy back.to the
Table proper, and had el-

""",imimted"a few feet from \(\[l// ,
it's sizes Little did I - \%Z/
X A

know the gastly & awfuid
lans being 1aid for me.
(A slight pause will now : .
follow during which the ST e & :
venders will distribute popcorn .and drinks while the combo will begin build-
- ing background tempo suitable for drametio action), In the night I heard a
slight sound, a bearly noticeble movement, then; disaster! A flood of paper . . -
decended on me, over my head, pinning me to the covers, I struggled des- '
erately and squirmed under the..covers, paper tenicles followinga Good Ghu :
or words tothat effect) I thought, shoving my date out of bed and hastily = .
following her, the Mess mist be desperates Night time was formally a truce -
zone, apparently the Mess had decided to mke another attempt at ending my
life, It had tryed the hld hold and strangle method, with little sucess.
. I°shoved the girl out the door, mde quick appologies and another date fow: <
& more opertuns time, and prepared to do battle, I wondered if the attempt **
might not have been sucessful had the MNess been stronger, At Ty
e o "In mere seconds I returned with the. vacume ‘cleansry I had littls
taste for getting cut up by reaching into that pile againe ith an artful: >
toss (I'm good at this sort of thing) I tossed the mnozzle into a pile of =¥~
reperss. The mchine whinned, I jerked, and brought forth a sm1l pile of -
“papers attachéd by the sucken to the nozzlee With a smirk I tossed the noz- . -
- 261 bagk apain,’and returmed with still more Messi I would eat it avay lite " ..
© %le by littles And stay safe in the processe The Table llbss shook sliphtly, © . -
. “The hose.drow tart, as the Mess tryed to jerk the hose' from my hand, A
‘ripple of .horror went thru me, If the less were to claim this, my most val-
uable piegce: of equipment, it could make- itself mobel! It could kill me with
‘heayy pieces of metal,. hide, attack at will, .I wrapped myself around a bed-

. -post and pulled harde The Table Mess pullede The Bed movede I steaded it
3 St SIS o oy SRETE S «Be . e A
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with a foots The Table moveds Gad. what a plom, YitEie be- 10T L,
w.s drawing toward me and my prize machine, I did soms quick estimatiag,
Causiously I unwraped myself from the bed post, and the Mess took the oper-
turnity to move two feet closer to mee I made a dash to the mchines Some-
where on the base of the thing was & button, to be used only in case of dire
emergency for cloggings I figured this was a case of dire emergency, The
Yess begin to move along the tart hose, intc the middle of the.floor. TVith
a flourish I pressed the button, and paper exploded, scattering everywhere.
Dust coughed as the reverse poured half a bag of dust directly at the Table
Mess, I draggedout ths hose with a Jerk, and shut off the machine, The ep-
osode had cost the lMess another larger pile of paper,

A good night?s sédep changes a lot of things, I was out early the
next morning, ciearirg-away bits of the Mess, By that afternoon I was cone
fident enfugh to clean it off menually again, The less looked sick, and I~
do mean sick, Of the magnificent four feet it had had the days before, a
bare five inches in two stacks remineds Confidently I answered letters » &t
the Table all &he rest of the day,

So it looks like the: Table Mess is finishede I cleared away all
but two inches, , and begin scmaping the slime of? the bottoms This has Just
covered the major battles of course, mimmor skrimishes were ranging in great
numberse There is only onme thing that bothers mse.e 4s I was soraping off
themold and slime from the Table‘top (which I hadn't seem in three years),

& big red spot of slime oozed ‘to the leg and darted off to the corner, Re-
member ms mentioning that there were a few pockets of resistence leftt on the
Floor Tell, I cleancd most of them out, except for a smll nerve cenmter in
the cornere That's where that piece of slime headed, andit's over there,
somewhere, Funny thing, the Corner Ness seems to be growingeee

A FEJ ANNOUNCEMENTS of sorts will £ill up the remeinder of the pakés ‘As you
. my have guessed from reading this, a new policy hes
been establiished.as reguards the editorials In the future the Editorial will
be devoted to something in a rapbleing type vain, and announcements. As al-
ways ye editor®s serious side will be exposed via the cynic'e column and the
letter colum, You wanted longer editorials, youlve got ‘eme With this $s=
sue the sub rates will go-ups This is because Bob Jemnings is etermnlly ¢
grasping and greedy person, and deno‘b%"how the readership has been passing
on his kimdness, In the future the &5 will be, fifteen cents singdo eop-
fes, and $1450 for ten issues only. 10 soften the blow I've decided to pre-
sent a huge introductory offere To the first six hundred .mew subbers I will
send absolutely FREE, a piece of the Corner lless. Yes, it €an be yours all
for subbing (or just fo  asking even), a clipping from the Fhablious Chorner
Yhesss Cuttings grow rapidly to maturity with little trouble  Have the
tim of your life, you too can live ths 1life of adventure, etc, get

cutting from the Correr Mess today, ifinot sooners Seriously thop the amnish
brought in some new subs, for which T'W¥h'glad, This is the last widely dis~
trihuted issue; next issue, as per editerial last ish, the Dictoritial Meth-
ods for weeding out excess readership will go into effecte. If any of you
happen to be comics readers (and I feel sure there are some out thers caught

- in the comics craze that is sweeping all of fandom), kindly buy and write s
long letter on the latest isste of MYSTERY IN SPACE, This is the comis that
features the Adem Strange adventures, the nearest thing to decent Buck Rogers
adventures I've seen yete The editor-#dmices that with sufficent flow of
mil he will feature-a letter coly, You kindly readers responded nicely with
letters of comment to the previous isstie of this fanzine, however I am still
dissatisfyed, a large portion of you receiving the last issue sent no comment
of any kind, Your editor feels abuseds Do you reslize that soms of your sube
soribers have not sent me a word since the day you subseribed?! Plesse elear
up this sitwation, I like your comments, And this issue gives you a damm good
excuse to write, You will note several follow up articles to Mike Deckinger?®s
column this time rounds I would like for you readers to also comment on ite
If you never write me another letter as long as I live, please comment on this
subjecte I would like to see this idea developmd beyondthe discussion stage,
which means a nee&f%mething in the way of suggestions andideas from all, Vrite,



‘ I have what I consider to be a sizable, tho not too expansive
collection of science fiction, centered around several bookcases of stf s,
paperbacks and pulps, I'm aware that there are a great mny other fans who
collect science.fiction also, and many of them have amssed impressive col-
lections, I gollect, mnot because I'm engaged in competition with anyone else,
or because 1 want to have an adequate supply pf fuel on hand for a chilly ‘day,
but simply because I like toe. It is an urge, almost an instinct Por me to do
so, and thus I do, I imegine most other eollectors feel the same as I do about

L wany

the subjects they collect out of sheer enjoyment for the material, perhaps un-
conciously hoping to preserve it in some way. ‘

Now I do not expect to;be around on this Earth forever, despite
all the immortality stories I've reafle I do not expect this Earth to be here

" u, Porever either, but I think it's 1likely it will be in existence longer than

I will or any other collectars will, :

: This means that when I'm gone from this Earth to whatever might
come next in a transition stage, my collection will be unattended. I'm the
only stf fan in my family, and unless I marry a girl who has some interest in
science fiction, it will meen that little is likely to be done by way of pre-
serving or caring for my collections I certainly hope it won't be discarded
or transferred to the uncaring authordty of some Junkwran who scatters it
across a rubbish littered heape. I think a science fiction collection deserves
better than that, . _

Equally so, I don't want to see the mags given to some non stf
fan with the outer hope that perhaps this might induce him into the fold, and
the inner delight that at last we've discarded this collection. Neither of
these two possibilities; the garbage man ér the inquisitive non-fan appeal to
me to any noticeable degree, In faek,. 1 think I would fight to keep my col-
lection out of the hands of these two.

I'm not the only ome either; what about the other collectors,
the omes older than I am, the ones who have amissed larger collections,and
are wondering what they will do with them after they're gone, ’

Just what will they do with them? : , _

I'm sure the other collectors look with equal distaste upon leave
ing their books and mags to someone who has no interest in the subject, but
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simply expresses a curiousity in sseing what it's all about, Reoruitment
can be accomplished in many ways, but this is certainly one of the extremes,
I would never feel safe if my oollection was in the hands of someone who
would not appreciate it or care for it the way I do, And I'm sure the other
collectors feel the same way about the sub jeot.

Therefore I believe serious discussion should be given to the
idea of formilating some sort of stf foundation or society, which would pe=..
petually be maintained by fans and would have charge of the stf collections
of late fans,

I understend soms fans have already willed their collections to
libraries and colleges, but despite the philanthropic wish behind this, it
seems to me that the books and mags would do little more than collect dast in
soms rarely visited sectdéon of the shelves, This is another reason why some
sort of foundation is badly needed today.

The plans for starting it would be simple, First of all some
definite location would he needed, a location that would remain perminent,
Perhaps someone would donate an old building, a large garage, a section of a
house, ete,, etc, This locatkon would have to be adequate in order to handle
the vast mmount of periodicals and books that would be stored there, It would
have to be run by fans who are collectors themselves, and thus would be cap -
able of caring properly for all domations, But apain, the "caretakers" of
this foundation will grow older, so it will be necessary to recruit new pere
sons every few years. A minimum working staff of four or five persons should
be adecuate, with new members decided on by a staff-wide vote.

Now say some long time collector of stf who is well in his years
suffers a fatle heart attack. In his home, he has a library of rere first ed~
itions of fantasy and stf books. This is where the preposed foundation steps
in, Before hls death, they secure rights to his collection,(and I can't im-
agine enyone turning down this offer who cares about his books ), and after the
death, they have the collection shipped to this central point where the found-
ation is located. The books are carefully handled, and special gummed stick-
ers with the former owner's name are pasted on them. Then they are relegated
to a special section of the library and classifyed by ome of the sofence fic-
tion indexing systems now in existence. Files of the books, ete, etec, are
teken so that visitors to the foundation will kmow at all times what they
have on hand, » : C

Vihen a stf fan wants to réad a certain book or mg which he'd
been unable to obtain elsewhere, he wrsites the foundation and requests it, If
it 1s in stock, the desireditem is sent to him for postage and a smll service
charges I do not intend this preposed organization to be a profit making grou:
but they do need some income to subsist and mmintain the library. This is
taken in thru the moderate fees oh items lent out,. ' ‘

L am ad uo opbériadda 2n te Peliow Lmd Phis wopored Panlabic
will be established in eny short times Therv i& Tmoh that hig .0 be done pre-
partoryly to even advance it beyond thg talking stagee. Fandom should firstds-
cide who will be in charge of it, whe¥s 't will be, how it'll be handled, and
other like details. I'd 1like to see what others think about this idea. How
do you feel abeut - .- T T C




Editor's note---the following is one

“of seyeral commentaries writtenm by
" various fans on Mike's idea., lost
of them are collectors, none of them .
. . has had the benefit: of seeing each . . .
" other's work, .s¢ soms repetition of = ..

dens ds expeoteds .y C TR T L ’

R a I'thihk%his’ idea. oﬁ.Mike'vsjmy'wérk'. : IHOPE 1t will ‘work; its
- .something that has been needed-.for mny yearss But.there willibe problems, and
1 wonder is anyone realizes just how many and how complex. these problems would be.

i ..t .~ -PROBLEM: The legal -&é.peotsa "Just from an e}éin{ntaryknowledge of
business law'it -is apparent that these ‘collections will have to. be legally willw
. ed to whatever organization is set up. - Any it doesn't take too mich legal in-

7 sight to Pealizs how complicated this process might' eventually become, Like,

- the estate of the fan might be oply too gled to get rid of those old books and

magazines, they being almost completely useless to a mundane type person, but
consider the postage costs that would-be nesded to send even a smll ¢ollection
. to the foundatien's centrel point. - It wouldn't be low,. that's for sures It is
- . no ‘easy problem to get any sort- of money from an eéstate until the will, if there
is one, is probated. And money willed might be contested, bringing on a score cf
-, legal-enganglements that might hamper or close the foundations Also along this
- line, postage costs would really be ienormous in ‘the oase of west.cost fans if the
- - storage facllities are on the east ceast, and -viea versa. It might be well then
- to establish regi’qnal,'iibrar;ag.to ease the postage strain all round,
A - PROBLEM: ome that I have run into constantly in;lending out books
- cand mAgazines from @y own personal oollection. The articles are not always re-
turned in the.same condition as they were when mailed out, lagazines in partic-
uler do not stand up well after -that many years' and hands have touched them, and
the most uncareful way the post offipe sometimes handles them does not help mat-
ters greatly eithers Does the person who borrowed the books and magazines have
to assume cost for damppes? Accidents are bound to happen eyen. when the most
careful attention is given the articles.  Then there 1is a percentage of readers
- who will NOT returt the borrowed items.: This is a very small, but still valid
percentage, and they must also be considered., Gafis 4s a .diséase which no fan
1s exempt from, end when the fan decides to gafia while holding some of the foun-
detion's books or mgaszines, the chences of ever havirg these erticles returned

is close to nil. -

On a whole tho, those two problems mentioned above may ectually
be the only really major difficulties the project will encounter. For one thing,
this idea is mot really new. I have been given to understand that the idea of a
lending library for books was tried once, sponsored by the NFFF, It was, of
course, on a very limited scale, and its contents were composed of gifts of du-~
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plicater, and those given made a collection far from complete, From what little
I have mamaged to learn of this library, no one known where those books are to-
dey, It gpparently tho was never an enormously popular idea to begin with, due
minly to the lack of titles, and a decided deteriotation in the condition of
those books that were returneds Yet despite this and probably other earlier
failers, the idea may etill worke. laybe it o~ :1d be sponsored by such a club

or group also. I know from lending out my co.isction that there is an awe in-
spiring amfunt of paper work involved in keeping track of all the items borrowed '
and sents However it would probably be no’ great problem to set up a standard-
ized proceedure to hanile the detail work without inposing unnecessary restricte
ions or overburmening the good will of persons. handleing the foundetion with exe

tra end umnecessary worke ¢, ...

: o If it can be done, (and at this point I wish to mke it known
that should such an organization gome into existence I am willing to put Ty
own small collection at the déspodl of the group), it will certainly £ill a
vold vacent too longs There would be other problems on a more localized scale,
The mtter of indexing for instemceo It does little good to operate such & 1li=
brary if no one knows what the library contains. Should -regular catalogues be
issued to those persons interested? What about tho cost .of produclng these cat-
alogues? How should the indexing be broughtabout? Magazines for instence can bs
indexed bty full length riovel method, by issues, by the stories it contains or
' by whole: number, - If a fan asks for a certain short story contained in a mega-
zine and the magazines are indexed by issues; how is the fan to obtain that ar-
- tlcle? Ruture legal. troubles are bound to becoms pressing problemse. I would
suggest that someone better acquainted with the laws of the states draw up stande
ardized- forms releasing the collection and a sufficent amount of money to trans.
port the eollection to the frundation., Perhaps it might be.that the foundation
can foreward funds for shipping end -packing, which would gertainly eliminate one
touchy detail, but would place added strain on the foundation itself,

- . . As for administration of the collectidn, this mmy not become too
difficult a problem., A standardized prodeedure should be enforced to-the letter.
Say, if a borrower fails to return books within a specific time, they will be
oharged a penalty, es with any litrary, (I'm sure that the library will obtain
duplicates from.other collepgtionsyt'so it is doubtful that eny one title will be
out. of circulation long), A yeally dues rate set to entitle the member %o o
specific munbér of books might be another idea. The dues might cover the cost
of titles should they be retyrned in condition such as would render them useless
from & mniling standpointe Of course postage fees could be deduced from the
dues, and dny ammount left over could be returned, or applied to the next year,
‘or perhaps the dues rate could be set on a quarterly basis,

. .- _DBut -these are just“¥irst thoughts on the mtter., The idea has
considerable mebit, if the problems and detauls can be ironed out, and I hope
that many solutions-to these and other problems will present themselwves as the
idea takes more definite shapes This is a vote of heartfelt approval for the
idea if it 'can be donee And the only way to find if it can or cannot be done
is to try ite. In'any event my owm collection is available if such can be ac-
complisheds. S e

7 Now let's hear sord more comments., Fandom may yet have an op-
" portunity here to justify its existence. - : :
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Bpb Jdnnings

Mike's idea impresses mo considerably, if some slight additions
oould be made to the stated purposes In its present form this foundation would
simply be a lending library composed of books and m.gazines and such from cole
lections of departed fans,

A few months back there was an interesting article by Harry Var.
ner in DAFOE, which was followed by some comments by John and Hyrb. Digging back
thruthe letter files I discovered my letter of comment, in which 1 devoted s 1ot
of time_to this article and the comments, Briefly, Harry recounted on a volumm
of the Best of Fandom, stated some entries he would make » and remarked that it was
a shame that fanszines, no matter how finej only enjoyed a fleeting fame, A coupla
of weeks popularity to an issue, and it's soon forgotten, Hyrb made a slight mene
tion of a library of fandom, It seems to me now that like's idea can be enlarged
to cover more grounds '

In addition to being a library for science fiction books and mag-.
azines, why couldn't this proposed foundation also be & sort of Museum of Fandom?
Suspose the Bundation were set. ups. The foundation would have g working agreement
with every fan editor, understood;not specifically stated in legal form, that they
the fan editors would semd, say, two copies of their fanzine to the library, The
library would bind up these fanzines at approperate yearly or half-yearly inter-
vals, keeping perminent records of allthat is produced in fandoms, Fans could be
asked ta help fill up the holes tlat are bound to develop, and to £ill in the past
years not covédred since the library's foundation. The library would be given
charge of producing several annuals as way of payment to the faneditors whosent
their gzines ine Every year a certain number of Best of Fandom volumns might be
issueds These Best of Faddom volumms would be sub-devided various ways. Say,
volumms for the Best Sercon Articles of 19--, the Best Satire and Parody from Fah-
don for 19--, the Best laterial about Fandom of 19« (1like TAFF articles, Thy I
Becams a Fan, Why I quit being a Fan, Jhat the Hell is Fandom, etc), the Best
Fiction from Fandom 19-- and S0 ’Qn.as’f@ny clessifications as are neededo These
volurms would be issued on & yearly basis, they would take the finest examples
of writing and iXlustrating avaliable from all the faneines rempived and would
place them into collected volumms, The volumms might be sent free to the var-
lous fan editors, or a slight charge {and I mean slight, #hirty five cents sounds
ample) ocould be asked for each volumn. A number of regords of the history of
fandom written by people who handle the Job, Vlarner, Rapp, for instence, with
- sub histories of each of the olubs agd their activities a#d misactivities, along
with a history of the year in science fiction written by people who could handle
the job, letcalf or Wood for example, would also be kepte

' The money needed to provide for this mssive undertaking could be
provided in various ways. First, rentals on lending out books or zines, or the
dues system might prove effective, thol rather doubt it. Somshow I can't see
fans putting out momey for a rental library on the dues systems, -Dorations from
individuals and clabs would help mtters. A big asset would be a percentage from
regional and matignal conventions, Presently con money is given %o various groups
and causes, I don t see why a dertain amount could not be approperiated each year
to support a fannish miseumcand library.

Another ma jor problem will be those books and mgazines lost in the
rails or simply never returned. Some sort of uniform system might be established
to pester the persons holdirg overdue bookdDto returil€he articless I seriously
doubt that the loss of books or magazines or fanzines would be felt except in cases
of first editions or merities, since each collection reaching the foundation will
hold a certain number of items in daplication of material already helt,' -



Another big problem will be deciding who will handle the organ-
ization should it be estabdished, The selection of persons who will work on a
part tizo basis (I rather doubt that enyone can work full time with such an
alffair) will be o touchy problem, and for the most part it will have to be de-
cided by the location of the foundation., @t should be obvious that the west
coast is the most suited place for this, since the west coast has a good pop-
ulation of fans who can bs called upon to mn the library. A good fannish pope-
ulation also insures” some interest locally anyway, also some active hands to
put the work on its feet until mimmor details can be iromed out,

Another little problem is how the founddtion will be organized
should enough interest be generated to warrant carrying this beyond the talke
ing stages An off hand suggest would be to comtact the present or a future
world convention committee and request permission to distribute information and
ballots with the Hugo nomination ballots and the con booklets and progress re-
ports. These ballots would contain spaces for the place, should some kind hearte
ed fan or fan group put up the location in competition with another offer,
and persons best suited to man it, Areas would have to be considered, I don't
think the truest of trufen is going to move halfway across country, leaving a
good home and job to offer his services to this organizations The ballot could
also have spaces for voting on the organization of the library, that is, whether
it is to be exclusively a science fiction lendig library, or museum,fannish
erd science fiction lending library or what, also terms for loaning items,wheth-
er yearly dues or small service charge should be set and other like details,

Pinally this whole affair will reguire lots of co-operation all
round, I would suggest that groups or representives of clubs and groups re-
ceiving this copy of GHOST write and state to what extent the clubs or groups
might be able to help put over this idea. The whole matter rests with you,

If you good people are not interested in this idea then there is little use in
meking plans for it, Since there are not too many collectors around these days
on the verge of dying, some donmated material will be needed, this also must come
from you, I am willing to donate almost all of my hardback aml paperback col-
lection to the library if it is foundeds (I will hold my magazine collection
until I die; I'm afraid I'm ridiculiomsdy gréedy with them),

So, this minute, now, after reading the rest of the commentaries,
put down this issue of GHOST and write a lengthy letter, All comments with any
degree of sensibility (or insensibility evegs will be printed mext issue in the
letter columns This idea cannot suceed
without your support, I expect some sort
of answer from every ome of you, so get
down and put this idea into action,

R R R s b E L T P
Because of the oommentaries and longer than
expected letter column this issue, my col-
umn will be eliminated this issue of GHOST .,
However you'll get the full treatment

next round, Also if parts of this #ssue
appear a triffle spotty, its because a

ma jority of the issue will not be slip~
sheeted, It is nearly fmpossible to do

so with the short receiving pan my new
mchine has, -Showthru will be bad at
points also, so next issue you may expect
the issue to be printed on granite paper,
if I oan find a place in Nashville that
sells it, «--ye editor
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I had the privilege of reading an advance copy of Mike's colum
on oreating a foundation for science fiction and fantasy collections, This is
not an especielly new idea by any means; Sam Moskowitz was talking about some-

- thing in the same line way back with the second Philadelphia worldcona

Forry Ackerman has already made provisions in his will to leave
his entire collection and home to some suchfoundation with the idea of starting
not only a stf library but a stf museum as well, And in addition to a house full
of books and magazines and mmrities to meke a collector?®s mouth water, he owns
e two car garage jammed to the eeiling with duplicates of material he has in +he
houses As of this date there has been no provision for participation by any
other fans, but he insures his life for 100,000 dollars each time he takes e
plane ride or such with the proceeds in the event of his death to form a firm
finencial backbone for the foundation and museum of his present home. :

I know in England and other countries there are such things as
postal libraries avaliable to the science fiction fan; some commercial and oth=
ers run by an organization ér a fan for the benefit of all who like to read stf.
In the past some of these have been sucessful to limited degrees, but most have
folded simply because so many people forgot to return the books. I suspose this
problem could be overcoms, partially at least by a thumping big registration fee,
and heavy fines for not returning the bookse But this would automatically re-
striot the use of such a library to fans who could afford thumping big fees,
and such fans would no doubt prefer to purchase the books outright and be done
with it.

Another problem other than non-return of books and mgs would he
getting responsible people to run the deal, Of course there would be any nume
ber of neo-fans able and willing to work free of charge to run something of the
sort, and no douht they would do a good job of it for awhile, But neofen, and
rany elder fen as well, are highly susceptible to the dread desease of fendom,
gafia, When this strikes, then library, activity, and collection go down the
drain, And this is a very real danger unless you have & person of the very
highest enthusiasm axd responsibility, Persons likely to live up to these sp=-
eoifications are likely to be BNFs such as Sam Moskewitz and Forry Ackerman,
and these people are already loaded.up with enough fanac to occupy every waking
moment of thelr lives not actively bpent earning a living,

Possibly the only way a deal like this could be established with
& real chance of sucess and permanency would be for someone like Forry to set it
up, or be in charge of it, and recruit a dozen or more people to do the promot-
ion and paperwork he might not be able to handle himself. An ideal situation
would be for Forry Ackerman to accepb.responsibility for the project, and the
LASFS gang to recruit or furnish the labor, Forinstence, one member of LASFS »
Bruce Pelz, has a degree in library filing, or some such, and ocould be extreme-
ly useful in managing and indexing and arranging. An advantage of this would
be that there is little danger of gafia on Ackerman's part, Individuals in the
LASFS might gafia, but newcomers usually replace gafiates especially in an oute
fit as active and with as many branches of activity as LAdFs,



Ideally this would be the neculeus for such o @¥al, The prob-
lems wouldn't be solved yet, however. You'd still need g good deal of money,
This might mean some sort of a mationwide dues paying organization whose fun-
ction would be mainly to promote Ffunds and recruit new people to replace gafiat.
es as they went alonge. :

: , Once such an organization were set up part of the paper work
would be solveds You can solisite funds and tequests from any place that has a
post office,

Then there might be a third organization set up arocund these first
two, These would°Pandom as a whole who want to borrow and read the books. The
first group postulated would set up the initiation fees and lending fees for thess
people, If there is no inition fee, then some sort of deposite seens necesary.
An inition fee could be spent immediately on replacment of books and expenses,
while deposits must be help, either by the organization or the depositor,

The mein question seems to _bte how to get such an organization start
eds As a first step I would suggest this cppy of THE MONDAY EVENING GHOST be sgew~
to Forry Ackermmn and s¢e if he would bé willing to work out something along sin.
ilar lines., He has been considering the jdee and related ideas a good deal longe:-
than we have and thus would probably have ideas that are a good deal better.

: Second step might be to wuery the LASFS crew and escertain &f they
would be interested in partictpating in such a deal on the peneralized terms men.-
tioned, to be workedout in detail in thesoming months, SHAGGY and access to ohw
her fanzines is a good publicity advantage also here. o
' The third step would be up to you, the readers of GHOST, For khe

moment it would suffice to have you write in with your own ideas on the subject,
and possibly round robins or quads could be launched for discussion of problems
and settling the basic foundations of the organization. Also reprinting Mikels
article, and if possible these commentaries as well, in other fanzines wouldbe a
big helps Even a mere mention and a few addresges ofpersons interested would be
of help. oL a e T
TP And one more porblepthat meeds to be decided is the specifie fon-
etion of -such e foundation. Some would Né #ote interested in forming a lénding
library and msseum with perhaps even a p&id custodian to live there and be res-

ponsible for.the miseum and library. It 111 depends on what the most people
" want and are-wflling to work for, andbel#pyTPit will take work to get this 1dea
movig and off the grouhd. g

I will state here that I gm ¥illing to add cedicle to my will
"leaving my 200 edd hardbacks and any mags laying around the house to such a foun.-
dation if it is set up before my death, Otherwise they will go to Elinor Port-
land who will hold them until such organization is set up. I think that she is
& responsible and gafis proof person, Imoidentally, it might rpt be a bad idee
to get some lawyer' to. draw up a:‘form foy that purpose for distribution to fan
collectors, ‘it might save a lot oflegal troudble later on. ,

- Finally, just what would ysu be.willdmg to do to get somsthing
like this started? ' Would you be willing to contribute money? How about books
and magazines? If you,Jjoined, . and’assuming the organization were set up on a
dues besis, how much'do you consider reasemable? How much help can you 8ffer
the foundation? Are’you willing to will or domate your collection to this or-
ganization? Will you patronize and support it?" o A ,

This is a sampling of the things that need to be acted on, No
doulst there will be other things cropping up things go along, and these will
have to be taken care of, All this, the é‘éi&: -idea and similar benefits are
up to youe How about sitting down rright now and writing Bob Jennings aiete °
%or .on what "you persomdlly think of thise. I have said my piece, the rest is
up to you, How about it? .~ '
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ALGERNON . -
BLACKWOOD

A BIOGRAPHITAL SKETCH B,

Algernon Blackwood, who must certainly be included among the fore-
most supermatural authors of the twenieth century, was born in Kent, ‘England, in
1869, His parents were very devout Christians, and Blackwood was brought up in a
- strict evangelieal atmosphere., At the age of twenty he came to Canada, and his
next ten years were spent alternately in Camada and the UeSs, during which time
he took up a number of occupations. He tried his hand at hotel~keeping and dairy
ferming, but went bankrupt in both ventures, He worked in an insurence office,
taught shorthand, gave violin lessons at twenty-five cents an hour, and also
worked on the reporting staff of THE NEW YORK EVENING SUN and later the TIMES,
Posing as an artist's model, acting, and giving French
and German lessons were among his other means of
livelihoode

These years were earmarked by
poverty and hardship, Blackwood lived in
cheap, vermin-infested flats, and went thru
periods of semi-starvation (et times he had
nothing to eat but dryed apples). He was
exposed to crime and vice -- the seamy
-"slde of life., Blackwpods's faith in
human nature was shattered when a rooms
mte swindled money and clothing frem
him, and deserted him while sicke Dur- .
ing these years his one refuge was iff °
rature, He was happy only on’tHose
ooassion when he could escape to the
great out-of=doors. He found that
forests, rivers, and mountains pro-
vided him with a sense of solace
and confort that could not be de- - ,
rived from any other sourse. e

At last the pattern "~
of adversity began to change. Thry
kindness shown by a friend of his
father's, Blackwood became private
secretary to a millionpire banker,
This proved a more copgenial and re-
mmerative positionm, one which he ki d..
until returning to Epgland at the'afe ;;,;'/ y \(
of thirty, T { 2

Blackwood 4id not turn
to literature until the age of thirty- o
sizx, His first book was ppblished wuite by
accident, Without his knowledge, a friend sube N4
mitted several stories Blackwood had written primara- ’
ily for his own entertaipment to a publisher., The stories

A}
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were published hy Eveleigh Nesh under the #ttle of THE EMPTY HOUSE AND OTHER
GHOST STORIES (1906)s This was the begimning of a proliecie writing ocareer,

Vihen not writing, Blackwood traveled extensively and led a gen~
erally adventurous life, He visited mysterious Tibet, He explored the temples
of Egypt. He was no stranger to the Alps of Switzerland or the Black Fprest of
Geryany. He traveled on the Danube River in a-canoe, and this experience was
later to aid in the writing of that megnificent tale, THE WILLOWS, -

Blackwood was strongly infuienced by the writings and philosophies
of the East, In fact, he was at one time a follower of Buddhism. But nature,
for which he had an all-consuming passion, exerted an even greater infulence,
The force of nature playsa dominant role in many of the writer's best stories,
and are proiment in creating the vivid atmospheric quality which readers instant-
ly note about his work, He was unexcelled at conveying a sense of loneliness
and isolation, and sometimes awe, which one can feel when seperate from humanity
and confronted by the great elemental powers of nature, ,

THE WILLOWS is generally regarded as this author's finest story,
followed closely by THE WENDIGO, H. P, Lovecraft once referred to THE WILLOWS
as being "probably the greatest weird tale ever published", This is believed to
have been Lovecraft's favorite piece of fantasy, altho the matter stirred up a
heated controversy some years back in the pages of FAMOUS FANTASTIC MYSTERIES,
THE WILLOWS has been reprinted more often than any other of Blackwood's works,
(at least fourteen times since its original appearance in THE LISTENER AND OTHER
STORIES -in 1907). As has been stated, Blackwood was closely familiar with the
region which forms the setting for this classio tale., He even camped on one of
the countless, lonely willow-infested islands below Pressburg, such as are des-
oribed in his story. A year or two after journeying on the Danube in a canoe, he
he mde the same trip in a barge. While passing thru this desolate region a
second time, he and his companion found a dead body caught by a root, dengling
againest the sandy shore of one of the smll islands. This experience he later
incorporated into his famous story.

During his lifetime Blackwood produced 14 novels, 2 plmys,7 child.-
ren's books, an autobiography, and epproximtely 170 short stories and nove-
lettes, Probably his merest book is a collection titled THE WILLOWS AND OFHER
QUEER TALES, published in England in the early thirties, Another exceedingly
" scaroe work is FULL CIRCLE, a novelette which was published in a very limited

edition in 1929, E ‘
Yany of Blackwood's shorter tales originally appeared in Brit.-
"ish periodicals, Also, a number have been published, in some cases for the
first time, in North American magazines. Among these is THE MAN EATER, a scarce
and little-known tale which found publication in the March 1937 4issue of THRIL-
LING MYSTERY magaszine, THE MAN EATER is among a dozen or so of Blackwood's
stories whifh have not yet appeared in hard-cover form, Several of his more
famous stories, including THE WENDIGO, RUNNING WOLF, and THE VALLEY OF BEASTS
were peprinted in this country in GOLDEN BOOK magazine during the period frecm
1925 to 1983, Both THE WILLOWS and THE WENDIGO were published in FAMOUS FAN-
TASTIC MYSTERIESs Two titles found their way into WEIRD TALES, Blackwood was
represented twice in AVON FANTASY READER, and one story of his mas reprinted in
GHOST STORIES magazine, Blackwood's fiction has also appeared in other North
American periodicals, including ALL-STORY WEEKLY, ROMANCE MAGAZINE, NORTH AM-
ERICAN REVIEW, HARPER'S BAZAAR, McCALL'S and CANADIAN MONTHLY,
Near the end of his life, Blackwood won fame as a marrator of
ghost stories on British TV, He died in'A951 at the age of 82,

----END--”
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It is strange andunfortumate that the mmsterpieces of horror creat. -
eod by Algernon Blackwood are virtually forgotten these days, The name of Howard
Phillips Lovecraft is well known and widely acclaimed in the literature of ter-
ror, yet speak of one whom Loveeraft himself admitted was instrumental in the de-
velopment of his mythos, and mich toe frequently you are met by inoomprehending
stares. Blackwood's tales deserve a better remsmbering than this, His infulence
extended not marely to Loveorart, but to a great many other authors a8 the weird
and fanticiful, including Abrahmm.Morritte His etories are among the very few
that induce in the reader the feeling of unearthly fear and horror, and yet do
it in such a quiet and ocomplete manner that the reader is unable to escape from
the gradually building suspense that engulfs him,

Probably the best tale from the pen of this author is titled THE
WILLOWS, It is & strange and awe inspiring story, showing the vast empathy the
writer helt for the inanimte forees of matures It has & certain tone of devele
opment that has seldom, if ever, been equalled, combined with e gift of deseript-
ion that induces emotionsiof startling intensity. Yot with these fine ecombinat-
ions, other stories featuring them to lesser degress often emit inte the unbel-
avable, while this story of the adventure two men encounter,features a desturb-
ing realism about it, Motivated first by ouriosity, this feeling soon turns to
vague uncasiness, then with the mster touch, to a feeling of something strange-
ly different, out of place, and finally a brilliant blending of awe and terror
a8 the full undersanding of the situatign becomes better kmown, end the reader
is swept along to the horrifying oclimx, Characterization plays a stong part in
the tale, The types of people are developed well; the phlegmtic Swede, with
his deeply underlying susperstition, andthe hardheaded marrator who always had a
ready explanation til he is forced from sheer fear to admit that here is a force
before which men are as nothing. This remarksble development of character is
one of the many elements that mmke this story such a memoreble one.

Blackwood had a mgic touch with nature that seems to have been
forgotten in today's writinge From the earliest moments when he deseribes and
shows in detail the feelings about the great river where the action takes place,
you get the impression that Blackwood was & man who kmew and loved this inanimate
thing, One might say that the river itself, the Danube, is the real hero of the
story, with all its blustering but good humored moods, its almost humnhess, the
little tricks it played on the two voyagers, and finmally, the realm of mgie and
somsthing more eternel than men into whivh they drift without realizing to what
it will lead. It is a strange picture; of a river with a personality all its
own, something beside which men seems of little or no importance, What writer

in these times would dare to attempt such a characterization as this? And if
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it were attempted today I sincerely doubt that it would suceed oven part-
ially as well as this story does. - R T

All the e ements of this tale are artfully blended to extrast
the upmost in emotional reaction from the reader, Another interesting qual-
ity, and one that is slightly disturbing to a reader of modern day stf; is
that there is no real action in the story, it depends almost completely on
suggestion and artful word cmaft to achieve the feelings it induces. Today
descriptive pasmages in writing are seldom highly popular with the readersg
they prefer that something happen, something simple and understandable, as
woll as being completely explained in explicit prose., You will find little
of this in THE WILLOWS, Slight explamations may become obvious towards the
ending, but the exaet nature of the beings that are avidly searching for the
two human characters is never expleined or revealed, and I feel the story is
the better for it, I8 would be close to impossible to describe creatures
that considered men as less than animals, perhaps - almost as mch notice as
we might take of a rock we happened to stumble over on a road. Some things
should be left to the imagination, and 3t is the suggestion of the godlike
beings and not "any explicit desoriptions can prevades the story,

Thra all the story, the willows, the wind and the flood of the
river run in a recurrent theme, manifesting in themselves the reelity of the
supernaturel forces surrounding the men, %his perhads is mark of geniuz '
Blackwood employed most sucessfully; the ability to induce the range of em-
otional reactions thru the use of familiar objects, Notwithstand ing the
archaic style of the old days, in which description takes the place that dias
logue holds today, the story is still one with more inpact dn those who read

it than any story of the past ten yearse

A If you don't bare to be Irightened, pass this ome by, tho you
will surely be missing & memorable experisnce., But if horror as it once was,
but is no more in these days, if what you dre seeking, then this is perhaps
one of the first stories you should reade 'This is the horror story that mkes
Blackwood's numerous imitators &dem just that, mere imitators, Coertainly
THE WILLOWS is a true classice Ve
' A
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Rich Armstrong

Nems the story in which the character appeared, andvalso name the author of

the story. Scoring--- 2 points for correctly namein

for the right author. Total of 100 possible points.

1, Vincent Brega
2. Commender Garry
3. Giles Habibula
4, Coeurl

5, Dre. Pinero

6+ The Lisutenant
7. Brek Veronar
8. Johnny Cross
9., Joe-Jdim

10, Jay Score

11, Aton . '

12. Bob Wilson

13, Brother Jarles
16, Ketan
15, Hari Seldon
16, Richard Seaton -
17, Hogey Parker
18, Phoebe Bancroft
19, Alvin’ -
20+ Lanny Martin

21, Kllister Park
22, Archie Brock

23. Hodgins Backma. .
24, Gulliver Foyle
25+ Robert Fairlie
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Billy Joe Plott, P.O. Box 654 Opelika, Alabam ‘
An extensive %etter“o comment on GHOST is certainly due you,

but on sitting down to hack one out I find that I hardly ¥#mow where to begine.

Your satire on telfevisi_gn; was aptly put and well deserved by the
dndustry. I still maintain that television is SO%Y’ %ragh -« I'ma liberalist, I
average about two hours a week before the shimmering orb. I watch TWILIGHT ZONE
and ARMSTRONG CIRCLE THEATER, and ocassionally US STEEL HOUR when they have such
drawing cards as "The Two Worlds of Charlie Gordon", which was based on Danile
Keyes Hugo winning story, "Flowers for Algernon",

I choose not to agree with like Deckinger about whether there is
or there is not a Gods We have discussed this question before without changing
either's views one iota, But I wouldlike to clear up a few inconsistencies which
he expressed in his article of, uh, "common, clear headed, logical, human sense."

«2la -



First, the phrase "under God" is in the Pledge of Allegiance for a specific pur-
pose; to keep in the minds of Americans that this mation was founded by people
seekinp freedom of religious conviction, and it just happened that the particular
poople in cuestion worshipped a diety who is the Christian God, Now I realize
that worship of God is bunk to Mike, but various illogical statements thruout
ihe entire plece are not very complimentary to his intelligence and do little to
booster his ocase. , ’

Even as the phrase "under God" is symbolic to our nation's heritage, so is
the monetary reference "In God We Trust", MNo one believes, surely, that a per-
son mst believe in God to receive the full bemefits of the currency. Such itmes
as these phrases go back again to the American idealism, religious freedom and
such, Since they are historical significent they are generally accepted as part
of the American standard, the motto is merely a sort of reminder of this standard.

I will say tho that I em in complete agreement with Mike concerning Christ-
anity's "purification" during the Inquisition and the Witch Trials, However let's
not forget that Hitler persecuted the Jews in the name of Nazism, a strong plank
of which was Atheism with a capital A; The Caesers fed their lions with the lives
of Christians, and the natives of the Solomon Islands appease their gods by de-
vouring the flesh of other human beings, such things in the nams of religion or
athiesm are not common to Christianity alonee =~ _

Several years from now some neo is going to wander into Uncle Billy Joe's
study and pick ug a copy of the GHOI amnigh, carelessly flip thru its worn pages
and come across Pob Farnham's Advice to a Neofan. There will be, indubitably, a
revolution in fandom when this occurse An interesting, humorous piece by Bob.

I enjoyed the annish as a wholee The files will be most useful,s Have more
issues and more annishes, . ,

///My television watching is a bit more varriedes I watch about four to five hours
a week, TWILIGHT ZONE naturally, CIRCLE THEATER, THE GARRY MOORE SHOW, which
seems to be about the best of the remnining variety shows, TWENIETH CENTURY, and
US STEEL HOUR, Whnever I can get around to it I
like to watch THRILLER and various specials that O, o000 L0000
are ocassionally presented. . 0.0 000 C

As for your religious avguments, if that O <© G 0O0OVv
phrase is in the Pleague of Alieagemce t0 re-
mind us the eriginal English settlers here were
for religious freedom, why then does our govern-
ment, which is susposed to be based on ideals
with that plank being a principal support,
insist on forcing religious ideals onto the
people of this country? The people have a right
to choose whether or not they wish to believe
in any God, Christian or otherwise or not at all,
that injection of the phrase is a mark againest -
the American ideal of freedom of religion, also
indivigual rightse It is deliberately injected
propaganda placed in a pleague that will be spok-
en by 99% of our children. The effect is to
brand the idea that to be Ameriean you have to '
believe in God and support the Christian ideal-
ism, on-the minds of suseptive young children,
All this of course is in the intejfes"é? “of the Vlhere can that post man
Great American Idealism./// o : ‘ be?

Gone Tipton, 425 Vine Ave, SW, Knomville, Tennessee

. The giant-sized UHOST arrived several days ago. There is ome
article in this issue, the one by Deckinger, which rubbed this reader the wrong
weys Deckinger's attacks on religion, and on Christianity in partieular, strike
me a8 being in poor taste. I think this piece should have been omitted altoget-
her. I think thare are readers who will find some of his remarks offensive, 1
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mow I did. If Deckinger doubts
the divinity of Jesus Christ, that
is a posisition he is at liberty to
tekeoo But he should state his bew
liof as representing his personal ope
inion only, instead of having the
gall to state it as Af it were an in-
disputable facte Judging from the
contempt which Deckinger apparently
hes for religion in general, he must
be an agnostic or out-and-out athelst,
or at least a hardened materialist, My
persomal thinking is quite contrary to
his; I believe some sort of religious
faith is essential if there is to bo
any meening or stability to a person's
life, Too, I'm convinced that this
turbulent world will never becoms any
better until mankind begins to practice
the teachings of Christe lMeybe I'm
sounding off unduly here, but I find
it hard to tolerate sooffers amd "froe
thinkers" like Deckinger who would
seek to undermine thosebasic values
dpon which millions of decent people
have based their lives,

///Since Christanity and a couple of
other religions make it g regular,
one migh even say an avid, practice
of recruiting memberships to their
cause by relentless propaganda (wheth-
er this propaganda is in good or bad °
taste or is true or false is up to
question), I see no reason why Mike
S ' 2 a7 hasn't got the right to orusade for
. o his particular beliefs too, It's s
strange thing, but the person who in~
sists on spreading the Christien idealism aqross the world with a fanatical gest to
people perfeotly happy with their own beliefs ,is viewed as a good man, a saintly godly
person spreading Good across the face of the worlde, The one who dares to question ths
beliefs 1s dammed and by social pressure 1s denyed to a large extent his free rights,
and his right to speak for what he belleves, .Good sound Christian principals. You oh.
Jeot to Mike stating his ideas as if they were unquestiomable fact., Today there are
thousands of people stating a highly questiomable doctrine daily, hourly, as unshiker
unshakeble fact, and there is less proof to back up their statements that Mike pre=-
sented in his article. I do not beldeve that a religion is necessary to provide st
ability and meaning to one's life, religion 4s a orutch, an assembled and accepted phy-
lisophy of 1ife. When one thinks out his own beliefs and moral responsibilities and
arrives at a few conclusions he no longer meeds religion, Religion has only one de-
cent thing to offer, and this is a set of me2gl codes, They are badly twisted and
mixed up with false securities and false médesty of times sime dead, but a few points
stand out as the logical course for humn beings to guide their lives bye If more peo.
ples were able to seperate these codes ¥t in logical order I feel certain that relig-
ion will have outlived its uselulness,fif

liike Deckinger, 31 Carr Place, Fordsz, NeJe. {aow address good as of Apr 15)

got the CHOS T annish the same day as your letter, comments on annish
follows The cover was the best thing I've seen done by KEN, When he stops drawing
those poorly preportioned cartoon flgures and cencentrates on other artistio aspects.




he can do a commendable job. The cover indieates he's boen infuleiced by £rous-
ser to some degree, not in style so much as in subject matter. KEN's interior
artwork was mich improved also, and stands out above his previous art greatly.

- I think Art Rapp is presuming to much by blithely imp? “ng that stf has
been practically abondened by the fanzines. It seems to me .1t fansines will
never be able to completely break away from : 7y In the mosv fannish zines
Thore's always some science fictional item, 43 for example, CRY, which won the
HBugo and is generally aclmowledged as one of the most fannish zines, featured
Busby's excellent prozine reviews for the longest time, SHAGGY has book and film
teriews, as does YANDRO, and PSI-PHI has Ebert's "Reverberations". Even fasan.
fiction wusually has some science fictional allusions to it, so any fdeling of
stf being expelled from fanzines seems a bit premature to me. Perhaps there are
fewer articles specificalily discussing it, but there is always mention of it.
It's 1ire accusing the BAKER STREET JOURNEL of not printing enough stuff about
Sherloek Holmes, )

THE CREATION OF ROGER LEE is a marvelious epic, fully erhanced by Steve
Stiles illose As a matter of fact, it's the type of thing ome sets to music and
sings loudly and boisterously at some fan gathering. It was well written and
works out beautifullys I thought the rhythem was out of kilter in a few spots
but it did little to spoil the poem for me, -

///Thenks for them there kind words on the poeme I fairly blushed cherry red as
I tapped the words onto stencil here, Surprising to me it turned out to be one
of the most popular items in the issuee So maybe one of these days I'l11 try
writing another, one.

As for your comment on Rapp's article, I am rather happy about the turn
of fannish interest over the past half year, mich more stf slanted information
has poured forth in the fanzines., But I can still remember a little too clear-
ly the time when NEW FRONTIERS, SPEC REVIEW and GHOST were the only zines who
claimed to be stf slanted, or who ever devoted much space to stf material, I
hope the new trend towards more stf diseussion continues.

Your kind words have pleased KEN I'm certain. I thinkhe has given up ecare
tooning these days. '

Seth Johnson, 339 Stiles Street, Vaux Hall, N.dJe
Congradulations on the Eﬁs’f amish, You did a good job on it, Some speé.-
ific commontsese ,
- Farnham did his usual puckish humorious articles I really enjoyed this
one. Sounded like the old Bobeff I 'first kmew.  Vonder if he wrote it recently
- or 1ts one of those he wrote when he-had¢ his health
and enthusiasm ebout everything, - . -
- Mike Deckinger all of a sudden
seems to have presented an interestimg -




the cynical type article. It gave me a laugh when he said Judaism was the
most intelligent religion, If only he knew that the average Jew is tied up in
knots with dietary laws and’ the like, - They ‘cannot eat certain meats and dairy
" foods at the sams meal, or use the same plates for serving, They can't even
." use cream with their coffee while enjoying a good steak, and have to pay out-
ragious prices to have their medt, since it m 3t be inspected according to pre~
set laws and regulations. - -
: And where he' got the idea that an snthropomorphic diety was the best and ¢
most intelligent I oan't immgine; unless it's simply that he has studied nothing
' other than Jewish teachings. Certainly he mst have skipped over the Eastern or
. 0¢cult faiths, or the Faithists of OAHSPE, or the spiritualistic beliefs not to
‘méntion all the ones in’ that OCCULT-GAZETTE you lampoomed.’ But if you think that
‘ohe was weird, I'1l have to get 'busy and Send you something really off-beat, Like

Sartre's EXISTENTIALISM, or nperhaps you might be intested in what the Baha faith
wonldiserd you, C. i a ; |
©°7 7 In reference to your letter ¢olumm comments, What do you consider fandom
is then? First of course the national olubs, 1like N3F with a 1it€le over 200
meubers, the world cpn. with something like 1,000, the half dozen or so ajey groups
' with from 40 to 70 members ‘apiecs, and waiting lists.of maybe half that each,
. Round it up to’ 160 times six. That would be 900 ajays (or is this doubling
g ‘ivaiting'list?);'*'ZQQ'neffers, 1,000con fen, &nd.then you have to count in 6hat a
lot of these members overlap, several are members of oon, N3F and all ajay units
. ..end such as that, That brings fandom out, if you devide the whole mumber in half
' to'aboount for this. duplication, to about 1,100, with 20% in N3F, You might havo
& duple of hundréd fen meeting with local groups also 1like' ESFA, CIRCLE, THE
/" NAMELESS ONES; LASFS and the 1ikee ~ © = = o

[/ My point with the fans around is that there 15 more than what you mention to
- fandom, 'Acgount for the two hundred to four hundred fans floating around that
- corréspond: exclusively, belonging to no -ajay uynit, no national or regiomal olud
and hardly join a con, _Inoidentally, you might do well to kmock off & third of
"that con membership, about thet mny are frings fans or ‘plain readers or visit-
. ork attracted thru'vdfious methods,.  Off hend I would round off the total pop
' uldtion of fandom at abdut 800, maybe 900, Anyone out there got definite infor-
mtion on this? A o
I théught I had seen most everything the ocoult. people had to throw me,
-but I was startled to open & bulging envelope and discover that some group out
" “in California”is building & university of spirtual learning... No joke, it's to
bes.s"A bridge between tke materialistic and the spirtual’worlds". They have
ralsed some cash, someone donated $5,000and they scraped up another $5,000t0
mtoh 1%, someone elss domated the’ land,- an archetect donated complete plans, and
they need more money. I wondér what the finished product whll look 1ike,., .
1'm not up on Jewish relirjon too much. It impresses me tho that the Jow-
' 1sh people these days have mye freedon with their Pfoods than they once had, I
can't say mich one Way or ancther on your comments, Nike?///

{

D, Bruce Berry, Burmeister Studios, 205 W. Wacker Drive Chicasq 8, Illionis
T 7 T got my copy of THE A G GHOST,  Very Good, Th=
! o+ Inoase you don't know (and you probebly don't ), I'ma free lamse com~
meroial artiste I'm sort of a jack-of-all-trades, I am s photo-retoucher,
lettering artist, merchandise artist, cartoonist, figure artist, and I used to
be an illustrator. I am flattered to mote that you remembered the last isem in
your columne Very few people remember me as & science fiction i1lustrator, and
mny of those who do remember think I was a lousy artist. This is definitely
ego deflating, but, alas, it is somsthing I mist live withe ,

Frenkly, I enjoyed illustrating science fiction more than anything else
I have ever done. From my point of view, the artist is primarily an entertaine
er, and illustrating gave me the opertunity to at least try to bring pleasure
t0 a receptive audience. I hope I suceeded with a few of the readers, I think




&

I was just begimming to get my technique
to e point that satisfyed me when Hamlin's
mgs foldeds The only science fiction
story I 4llustrated after that was a
Hsinlein that appeared in ROGUE. Unfor-
tunately, I don't get along very well .
with Ellison, When he became Hamlin's
staff writer, I was outs I just don't
like the stuff Ellisoh writes and would
never illustrate it Another editor tr-
ied to get me to illustrate an Ellison
gstory for his mg, but I refusedo That
cut me out of that magazine.

However, I have no worrye I make L= peov
better money at advertising. I have to "”*-M'éiﬂ-“"""ﬁ«—'_ |
grudgingly give Ellison ocredit for one ,
things he is certainly one of the most
protific writers I've seens He mst
have a crank on his typewriter.

About the two color illustrations
your oolumn mentioned., I frankly do not
recommend them as good for interiors of
stf magazines, The problem involved does
not lie in the artwork, but in the mechadics of printing the darn things, With
the possible ex@eption of ANALOG, these magazines are turned out on high speed
presses. The problem in printing two colors is that the paper web has a tend~
ency to vibrate like hell as it passes under the platess The result is that the
registration is usually % to one eigth of an inch offs It's & major miracle if
the plates register only 1/16” offe Another unpredictdbility in the affair is
that you mever can tell where it will go off registers on the top, bottom, or
sides, I think the difficulties of doing a two color inside illustratlion for
science fiction magezines with these problems is obvious. I usually solved the
problem by placing the color where an off-register would not matter. By doing
this, however, I couldn't really use color as part of my basic compositien; it
wa.s just an added attraction. - ‘

//from another letteru--///

The reason I do not illustrate science fiction magazines since INAGINATION
folded, is mainly because all the remsining ones are in New York, The editors f
these magasines will not buy anything from outside the oity. At least, so I was
told when I inquired about doing some work for theme Several editors showed in.
terest in my material when Alma Hill contacted them, but as I have no desirs %o
move to such a crowded eity, it looks as tho I'm finished in the field. This
dissappointm me more than I can say, because I love doing the stuff,

Striotly as a personal opinion, I think that the bdlack and white illustrat-
ions are the weakest point in sciemte fiction art todaye The artists don't seem
to be irt erested in what they're doing; and I suspect most of them knock off the
stuff just to turn a ouick bucke DNaturally there are deadlines to meet, and bhis
doesn't help matters any. I've had to meet some myself, and turned out some ma-
terial that did not satisfy me, but whenever possible in such a situation I asksd
for extra time to produce what I considered a better jobs There isn't more momey
in doing a better job for puln megazines, but I get a personal matisfaction from
kmowing I have done my beste. Lo

e LE%Y

g e

///in case the rest of you wonder, my column last issue was disoussing soiemce
fiotion art. This is one reader who was always impressed considerably by your
artwork, and comparing your art to the stuff being produced today I wigh there
was some way your work could appear againe -An agent for instence, or perhaps
there are cheerful Hew York fans who might be able to suggest some sort of so-
lution to the problem?

This about closes out the issue. Things have been sort of jumbled by the
commentaries, more stability next issues FLEASE comment on Mike's idea, almost
all comments received pro axi con on this idea will find their way into the letcol,
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THE MONDAY EVENING GHOST

is a science fiction slanted fanzine that appears on the scene (mch in
the manner of the Abominable Snowman) once every six weeks, It can be
obtained for fifteen cents per single issue, or $1.50 for ten issues.,
Irades of reasonable size and quality are generally accepted also, and
persons who have letters in the letter col are also entitled to a free
issue, This is sent to you (lucky,luckyyou), by---Bob Jennings, 3819
Chambers Drive, Nashville 11, Tennessee
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‘NEXT ISSUE
will be different from this issue in several e __

ways, This dissue is composed mainly of two pape ™ .. e o1 - ;’;"'_q_\_‘!/\:,
articles, next issue will feature an abundence of . g ¢ e I
longer material, The material in the igsue will '~ [

depend largely on the size of the lettereol, and T "~
hope it will run to eroggling preportioms, HeoWwever,
as space permits, the regular colums will be here,

and my cymic column willreturn For Sure to conclude am
the series on the personality of a magagine, Perhapdés . “g; I
e lengthy article by Emile Greenleaf, or indexes and“_]. T ol >
magazine write up by Gene Tipton, or yet again, per-gs . uar e

haps something else entirely, probably it won't be & .. . Z

definite until all of the letter col is on stencil. g 2]
I fully expect next issue to run along about fourty % S—“ “\ 5
pages, and if you good people will write, a good ¥ & T
portion of that will be devoted to letters on the ™ S S
foundation/library idea. I T N
e haven't thought of a New Cry of the Year, & . “_"":, \“ § -
but we're working on it, Hard, sugrestions anyone? b A B ;
o5 > S 5
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